THE BEGINNING.


Sublimity of the opening sentence of the Bible-Origination of matter-Ancients thought the Earth eternal—A beginning proved —From the composition of the elements-From the character of moleenles-From the derivation of strata-From the succession of fossil specics-From the structure of the solar system-When the beginning was, not stated—Earth's original form unknown-Nebular idea-Evidences of n molten condition-Atmosphere of steam-Temperature reduced-Surface solidified and fractured -Prodigious rains and floods-Alternate upheavals and submergences— Formation of stratified rocks—Life introduced—First plants and animals in the sea— Crinoids and Stone-flowers-Corals and Trilobites-Fish dynasty-Wonders of primeral vegetation-Traces of insects-First tracks of birds-Reptile dynasty-Their frightful character-Reign of quadrupeds-Their huge di-mensions-
-Mastodon, Deinotherium, Megatherium-Elephants, Rhinoce-
roses and Hippopotamuses roaming the British Isles-Animals advancing to higher types-Soil and climate improving—" The beginning" incalculably remote— Geological periods a parallel to astronomical distances.


Reflections:

The Beginning an amazing ern-God the alone existence
—Immutable and impassive-Knowing the end from the beginning--All cooperating to advance his plan and necomplish his purpose..


THE CHAOTIC PERIOD.
History—Connection and date-The globe a dark and watery waste-This doubted by somc-Meaning of Toli vavohn—Duration. of this obnotic state
-Fish still in the sen-Portions of land abore water—Certain animals possibly survived-How the desolation was brought about-Depression of the land, or a slight uphenval of the ocean beds adequate —Objections angwered-Present elevation of the continents-Enrth's crust ever heaving and sinking—Trees cross the watery chos in their seeds-Animal remains not always a connected chin-Eridences of a chos at the period in ques-tion-Change of climate-General extinction of plants and animals-Great subsidences of ocean beds—200 islands disappear-New flora and fauna

CONTENTS.
10
found-Reenpitulntion of arguments-Mosaio record confirmod-Iarmony
PAOR
of this and former outastrophios-Dosign of second verso-Its import
Hovering of tho Spirit-What meant....

THE FIRST DAY.

History —Beginning of tho Mosaio crention-The "Six Days" litoral-Rensons for this-No adequato neoessity for a figurativo interprotation-Tho literal the most consistent sonso-Tho crentions of each Day may stand representative of similar former creations-Objection to progressive creation -Beauty of the narrativo—" God said"—No voonl uttoranco—Exposition.
LIGHT.
An otherial elemont—I'wo theories-The first production-Life-blood of Nature
- Vegetntion in darkness-Influences of light on plants-On animals-Essential to bodily dovelopment-To mental vigour—To recovery from disease—Hospitals...

REFLECTIONS. 

Primoval night an emblem of the condition of a fallen Race—Parallel between the natural and moral illumination of the world— Sun of Righteousness to illumine the whole earth-Why so long delay?......


THE SECOND DAY.
History-Its brevity—Exposition of terms-What embraced


THE ATMOSPHERE.
Acrial ocean—Its dimensions—Density and rarity—Experience of aeronauts—
Enormous pressure—A compound-Gases in the same proportion every-where—A change injurious or fatal—A thousand proportions possible, oe only suitable-Relntive weights of gases—This of vital moment—Twofold character of oxygen-Innocuous and consuming...


REFLECTIONS. On the mass of the atmosphere-On its pressure-On its composition—All marvels of wisdom and demonstrations of benevolence.....

THE WINDS.

How produced—Simple experiment—Sea and land breczes Polar and equatorial currents-Variable winds-The Trades-How produced-An inverse process—Monsoon—Sirocco, harmattan, typhoon, cyclone....

REFLECTIONg. Nothing merely capricious—All things governed by infal-liblo laws—As the wind, so the Spirit, is known by his effects..


EVAPORATION.
This process concerned in establishing the firmament-To be in perpetul opera-tion-What would havo beon man's plan of watering the earth?-How water is mado to ascend the skies-Formation of alouds-How conveyed where needed—Discharge their cargoes by rule and measure—The method most admirablo-Quantity evaporated immensc- Illustration from the Dead Sea—Total amount of evaporation —Moisturo in tho nir essential to organized existences—Our protection from intenso and fatal cold..



REFLECTIONS.  

Unity of plan in Nature-Magnificence of the waterworks of Heaven-Scenery of the firmament-Gathering thunder clouds—
Splendors of the setting sun—A type of prayer, and its gracious return.


LIGHTNING AND THUNDER.

Electricity diffused through all nature-Its potency-Generated by winds
Positive and negative-Lightning and thunder in miniature—A storin Appalling experiment with November mist-Lightning rods, and nature's conductors-Benefits of thunder storms...


REFLECTIONS. 

Manifold and mysterious operations of electricity-In-spires awe and reverence-Yet speaks of Heaven's benignity as clearly as the sunbeam...

SNOW AND HAIL.

Composed of frozen vapors-Beauty and variety of snow flakes—Composition of hail-Snow a protection to vegetation in winter- Renders high latitudes habitable—Snow-water fertilizing to the soil...
REFLECTIONS. 

Every flake formed with art and skill Divine—Charms of winter-Lakes and rivers converted into mirrors—Hills and valleys mantled in pure white..

THE AIR AS A MEDIUM.


To the Air we owe the delicious blue of the skies-The softening shades of the landscape-The morning and evening twilight-It is the means of flight to birds—The medium of speech, smell, and music...............
.
REFLECTIONS:

Theology in the firmament—A concourse of designs and contrivances—A magazine of adaptations to the various organs of animal existences ...

THE THIRD DAY.


History—A scene of grandeur—Exposition- What embraced...
THE Sea- Proportion of Land and Water-Reasons - Hills and valleys beneath the ocean
—Is saltness—Tides—Vertical and lateral currents—Streams-Gulf stream and its wonders—Its confict with a Polar giant-Other streams—Beneficent results..


REFLECTIONS. Symbol of the INFINITE-Plan-Relations and ends-
New earth, but no sea.



THE DRY LAND.

Elevated after fixed design —Outlines and their importance—Altitudes and their effects-Relative positions-Polar waters-Design in each portion and feature-Vegetative covering—Mineral stores-Metals-Gems—Crystaliza-tion-God's geometry—Brilliancy and perfection Diversity out of unity...


REFLECTIONS. 

On Salt, its abundance—On Coal, its marvellous history-On Iron, its admirable qualities.

MOUNTAINS.


Parts of one grand scheme-Principal chains-Thrust up —Not deformities-
Manifold advantages-Ararat.  


REFLECTIONS:

. Built by rule, and weighed in a balanco-Schools and oR libraries-Saered mountains witnesses for God...

RIVERS.

Vital duid-Cireulation-System of drainge-In Europe-In Asin—In Afrien
—In America-Channels of commerce-Scenic beauty........
REFLECTIONS: 

Significant representation-Sacred rivers and their asso-ciations—Similitude of human life..

VEGETATION.


Grass- General color-Every plant a laborntory. 1. Roots, their twofold office.
2. Leaces, their forms and funetions. 3. Flowers, their delicacy and beauty
-complication of parts—organs of reproduction-instinctire morements-luminosity-regulation of the sun's heat—the perfection of workmanship.
4. Sceds-contain the plant in embryo-diversity of seed-vessels-fecundity of plants—dispersion of seeds-germination-longevity of seeds. 6. Edi-bles-variety and profusion-capacity for improvement......



REFLECTIONS. 

Divine chemistry-Infinitude of contrivances and adapta-tions—" Consider the Lilies"-Admonitions from the zizania and ustilago jatida-Lessons from leaf and flower and blade of grass........

THE FOURTH DAY.


- History—Esposition of the Record-Time measurers-Disadvantages of a worla at rest...

THE SUN.

Ancient idea of celestial movements-Sun's distance-Magnitude— Constitution
—Spots-Facula —Flames-Gravitation-Action of gravitation and centrifugal foree illustrated —Amount of the Sun's gravitation-Light-Theories of Newton and Laplace-Velocity of light-Production of colors-Helio-graphy-The principle of light etill a mystery-Other results of the Sun's agency...


REFLECTIONS. 

Impressive display of Eternal wisdom and power—Em-blem of the Sun of Righteousness.


THE MOON.


In herself a dark globe-Illumined by the sun—Has three distinct motions-Distance from the earth-Her dimensions-How near brought to us by telescopes-Photographs of her sphere-General aspect of her surface-Her caverns, mountains and precipices-Mount Eratosthenes-Her plaius- Has no atmosphere, curious effects-Seasons and climate- Eclipses and their phenomena-Eclipses establishing dates in ancient history.


REPLECTIONS. 

A new world—A suggestive orb-An instructive emblem of the Church..


THE FIXED STARS.

Planets as near neighborg-Stars incompurably moro remoto—Distance of n few caleulated-Limits of tho Universo undiscoverablo-Changes and revolu. tions observed among the most distant stars-Double, triple, and multiplo stars-Stars of different colors-Stupendous dimensions of stars-Their number-Milky Way, a nobula—3,000 other nebulo--Buch star, like the sun, the contro of a system-Law and ordor provniling. throughout visiblo space............
.....
REFLECTIONS: 

Bridenoos of God's universal presenco-Ilis boundless em. piro-The redemption of one fallen world—A minolo of loving kindness....


THE FIFTH DAY.


History—Crention progressivo and ascending-Animal organizations now intro-duced-Life n mystery-Peculinr interest of animnted beings-Exposition of the Record-Water pre-eminently the sent of lifo..


WHALES.
Remarkable creatures-Conneting link-Of enormous size and strength-Fit-
ness to inhabit frozen oceans-Faculties-Habits-Affection..


REFLECTIONS. On the perfection of the Dirine workmanship even in these monsters.


FISHES.


Number of species— Variety in size and character-Formed for case and rapidity of motion —Their covering, its suitableness, benuty and perfection-Peculiar mode of respiration-Their eyes adapted for their dense element, and for their several babits-Sense of touch and inste feeble-Smelling and hearing neute-Their sagacity-Long-lived-Excel in strength-Astonishing in-stincts-Abounding fecundity-Migrntions distant and unerring--Contrast between fishes and land animals-Means of attack and defence, divers and extraordinary.
REFLeCTIONS. On the illimitable invention, and fertility of resources displayed in the creation of the inhabitants of the deep...


CRUSTACDANS.


Remarkable crentures-Variety--Complicated in structure The Lobster-De-scription-Fecundity-Moulting, a most extruordinary feat-Provision for a new suit...


REFLECTIONS. On instinct accomplishing what would puzzle and bafile intellect.


MOLLUSCANS.


Immenso variety-Beauty of shells-Charncteristics of the occupants-Univalro class, cowries, carinarin vitren, violet snails, nnutilus, etc.-Bivalves, escallops, oyster, pearl oyster-Singing mussel-Ginnt clamp-shell-Cuttle-fish, octopus, loligo, etc., a remarkable family..


REFLECTIONS, On the mathematical principles displayed in the structure of shells..


I. THE SIXTH DAY.

History —Tho work continued-Spontancous generation-Bar to confusion....... 


DOMESTIC ANIMALS.


Made for man-Sheep, their twofold valucCuttle, yielding help and sustenance
 Horse, a combination of excellent qualities-Camel, formed for the desert
 Elephant, its strength, sagacity and affection-Rein-deer, its owner's stock of wealth-Dog, his intelligence, fidelity and attachment-Each animal futed for its place and use.....


REFLECTIONS. Domestic animals evidences of a Father's care-To be treated with kindness-To be regarded with reflection-The lessons they teach.


WILD ANIMALS.
Import of the word "Beast." Quadrumana-Orang-outang-Chimpanzee-Monkey-Wide anatomieal and mental differences between these and man.
Cheiropterans— Yampires and Bats—An estraordinary faculty. Predaceans
 Lion, his form and character-Tiger, his strength and ferocity— Leopard
 Bear, its importance in Kamtschatka, an affecting story-Marten, Sable, Ermine. Rodentes-Rabbit, its prolificness-Hare-Pika, its provident industry and grierous wrongs-Rat and Mouse-Beaver, its sagacity, dykes and habitations. Edentes-Ornithorhynchus, a parados —Ant-eater.
Ruminants-The ruminating process-Gazelle, Antelope and Chamois, their elegance and agility-Giraffe-Buffalo. Pachyderms-Rhinoceros— Hippo-potamus-Tapir. Marsupians-Kangaroo, its peculiar form-Opossum.


REFLECTIONS. Every beast constituted for its appointed place-Ferocity of beasts, how reconciled with Divine benevolenee.

REPTILES.


Generally shunned, yet instructive-Some amphibious, all cold-blooded. Sauri-ans-Crocodile, its size, strength and habits-Gavial-Alligator. " Cheloni-a18-Tortoise, its eneasement, longevity, vitality and peculiar circulation.
Ophidians- Boa Constrictor, its length and voraciousness-Liboyn-Rattle-sake, viviparous-Agility of serpents-Emblem of cunning-Tenacity of life-Number of the poisonous.
Batrachians-Frog, its interesting trans-
formations-Toad—Pipa, its peculiar mode of hatching-Cruelty to these harmless animals. Vermes- Varieties- Earthworms, may be multiplied by division, benefit the soil. Entozoa, or parasites inhabiting the bodies of living animals; found rioting in every corner of the human frame.


REFLECTIONS. 

The Leviathan of Job and the Saurians of the Geologist
—Instrumentality of the Serpent in the Fall of Man-Nothing made in rain—No creature beneath its Maker's care.


Il. THE SIXTH DAY.
History —The mansion prepared and furnished-The Inhabitant now to be in-trodaced-Etom in solf consultation- Three Persons-Image and likeness of God-Man's dominion-Divine benediction-Appointed food—" All
Very good"
